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Committee Report ons The Setting of Chemistry in the College Curriculum
At the first meeting of this committee four aress were suggested for study:

1. the ACS accreditation of Chemistry in the liberal erts college, Z. terminsl
courses in Chemisgtry, 3. the philosophical and religiocus implications of

courses in Chemistry, and 4¢ the minimum reguirements in science for non-science
m&jors (BQA.) .

Secticn le ACS Accreditation

The problem of ACS accreditation involves certain adjustments in our
curricular offerings in Chemistry. The importance c¢f its consideration is due
to seversl factors: namely, (a) some slumni request it; (b) it may aid in
recruitment of chemistry students for the college; (c¢) industry furnishes
scholarships to ACS approved colleges; (d) the ACS is sending lists of ACS
approved colleges to high schools which serves to distinguish between colleges.

Verious individual opinions or experiences were expressed by members of
the committee regarding the desirability of 4CS accreditetion. Some of these
are as followss (a) Gradustion from en 4CS spproved school does nct insure
high guality of future work in greduste school or industry; (b) Graduation
from en ACS accredited college is not demended by industry for employment,
nor do graduste schools demand ACS accredited graduates; (¢) nationel asccrediting
agencies object to one agency evaluating the work of a single department in a
vollege; (d) generally, edministrators in colleges are not interested in ACS
accreditaticn unless pressure is brought to bears

In summarizing, ACS$S accreditation serves to stimulate the quelity of
chemistry teught in collegese Some schools mey seek it, whereas others feel
that it imposes too severe restrictions on the curriculume In some instances
ACS accreditation sids the student in obtaining more desirable employment
and entrance credits into graduate. schoole

Section 2. Terminel Courses in Chemistry.

Various problems are involved in offering a terminal course in chemistry.
Some of these are as follows: (e) the nature and time distribution of the
subject matters, (b) the poor mathematical background of meny students,

(¢) the matter of student enthusiasm, (d) the selection of a suitable text,
and (e) the problem of deciding what students are eligible for a terminal course
in Chemistrye

Some of %the individual opinions expresssd by the group were as follows:
(a) the course should consist of a study of the impact of Chemistry on the
physical and orgenic world; (b) it should develop the philosophicul concept
of Chemistry and science im relstion o mang (¢) & simple dynamic text should
be used; (d) laeboratory work should be made as dynamic, direct and vital as

possibles

terminal course in Chemistrye IT reguires the best of teaching with careful
selsction of meterisl and of memns for effective presentation.

In summerizing, the group felt that there is a definite place for e
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Section 3. Fhilosophical and Religious Implications

The coummittee considered the relation of the study of Chemistry to the
ares, of religione The opinions were varied. The members realized that there are
philosophical and religious implications involved in the study of Chemistry, but
each member felt inclined ©to develop these with his students in his own way.

Section 4. Minimum Science Requirements for Non=Science Majors (A.Bs)

The representetives of the various colleges in this group first reportsd
on the sclence requirements for non-science majors in their owm schools. Eight
out of twelve colleges require eight hours of science with laboratory work,
and Tour require twelve hours of science with laboratory worke One school
will substitute mathematics or geology for the science reguirement, and
proficiency examinations in one school are used To indicate fulfillment of the
science reguirement.

The group comsidered laboratory work in science to be more effective than
demonstration work alone. 1t was felt thet the completion type of laboratory
report was unsatisfactory, the use of special written forms and freguent
lsboratory exeminations being superiore The suggestion was made that more
reference worlk should be required to vitalize and broaden the scope of the
CoUrsEe

There was a general recognition That all Be.A. candidetes should be
required to take science with the inclusion of laboratory work.
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