Sumary of Discussion Groupg

Group 1. New Approaches to the Fowr Year Cwriculs

Leader: Miller, Carleton; Secretary: Harris, Knox

There is & trend to place organic and physical
chemistry earlier; analytical chendsgtry later in the
curriculum. Undergraduste research ig increasing.

Exchange of instructors, perhaps subsidized by
N3F or Ford Feundation, could lead weak departments to
greater productivity.

Unusually qualified freshmen given advanced standing
in sophomore courses generally do better than those
taking the normal sequence.

Combination physies-chemistry courses for firet
year can eliminate mnecessary duplication, bub require
musugl cooperation between participating departments.

Earlham and Brown plans were discussed in debail,

Group 2. What to Do About Inorganic Chemistry

N H
Leader: Taube, University of Chicagoe: Secretary:Danfert@}7%uw5“

Six of twenty-five in the growp offer advanced in-
rganic chemistry. Five used Gould,

Phases of inorganic chemistry which should be taught
were listed and rated. TFeatures of severzl textbocks in

use were mentioned. Descriptive, factual materizl should
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Grovp 3. No,report;recelyed.
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Group b,  No report received.

Growp 5. Modernizstion of Organic Chemistry

Leader: Petersen, Wabash; Secretary: Ezufman, Kalamazco
About half of those present (from 26 colleges) offer
organic in the sophomore year; none, except as part of a ter-
minal cowrse, in the freshman year. Two offer & more des-

criptive, less thecretical cowse for non-mzjors.

A diversity of opinicn regarding a mechanistic approach
was reflected in choice of more than ten texts greatly
varying in approach.

Laboragtory time was twe three-howr periods weekly for
about half, one pericd for the remainder of the group.

A number include devices to require use of library in
connection with laberatory.

About half use semi-micro apparstus.

Colleges using 211 or part of second semester laboratory
for qualitative organic analysis reported greaster student
stimulation,

Six of colleges use instrumentation, a larger number
chromatographic techniques,

Advanced courses in 1% of the colleges are mainly

qualitative crganic analysis, Three reported a full vear






of advanced organic.

Courses cther than qualitative organie erphasized
mechanistic approach,

Advisgbility of offering bicchemistry was 2 matter
of disagreement.

Senicr research was considered valuable. To prevent
qualitative crganic from interfering, suggestion was

offered to move organic snd qualitative organic earlier.

Group 6. Advenced Standing and the Superior Student

Leader: Norton, Kenyong Seerstary: Scoth, Macalester
Review of the College Boards program included the
following points:

Of zbout 4000 high school students taking 9000 exams
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vear, most try tc qualify in only one or two subjects.
Advanced standing should be based on sctuzl course
content, not mere passage of an exan.
Granging cellege credit was of concern to high achool
teachers, but may prevent students from making full utilie
zation of course offerings because of credit limitztions.

Partial advanced standing requiring a semester make~up

course posed a problem of what to do with second semester.






