THE MIDWESTEDN ASSOT [ATICGN OF OHEMISTRY TEACHFRS IN LIBERLL ARTS JOLLEGES
Hirtorical 3tatement

%. L. Faenisch,
basn College

AS A pprt of the centennial c
the chenistry departuent, under the lg
invited ic the campuve as guests of the
iag of chenmistry, facultizs of a large mum eighbo¢$ng institutlilons.

Ia ismuing the call for tais sonfersncs, Pu - Laldeman stated, "IY is
irenical that many of us nave iaborscd co Lon ; in the same geographical area
and during this time have Zoivien to know sc 1itile of on= annther. If this
confarence serves to widen ana deeper ovr ecquaintance wad to give us insights
with respect to our werk, it will have beern & wo.th; Teature during Monmoutk's
anniversary year."

cletratiorn of Mcnmouth College in 19E2,
~ of Professor W. 5, [faldeman,
cr a ccnference on tench-

iled
to

-

The Monmouth grouw patterned their program in miniature along the lines
of the workshops sc suszessfully sporsored each June by the Division of
Chemical Education of shs smerican Jhemical. Socieby, the main feature of
which is intensive discussion in small groups. ZFdward L. Haenisch of Wabash
College was asked to ssrve a3 director of the confsrence which selected as
its theme, "An Fvaluation of the Teaching of Jollege Chemistry in Liberal
Arts Colleges.t :

Ninety representatives from 53 colleges (pr1n01pally midwestern liberal
arts collegzes, but including & few state institutions which were neighbors
of tonmouth) attended the mesting. They heard challenging addresses deliv-
ered by Dean Harry F. Lewis of The Institute of Paper Chizmistry, Professor
Alfred Garrett of Chic State University, and Dr. E, H. Volwiler, President
and General Manager of tne AbTott Laboratories. They formed six discussion
groups organized around commen teaching and administrative problems.,

The response to this type of meeting was so great that at the concluding
session on Saturday afterncvon, November 15, 1952, those in attendance spon-
taneously decided to form some sort of a permanent organization which would
hold a similar mseting at least annually. There was an imuediate invitation
from Dean Lewis to hold the 1253 meeting at Appleton, ¥Wisconsin., This was
accepted and the following organizing committee was elect ed with one repre-
sentative from each of the states to be included in the organization.

I1linois - Ben T. Shawver, Monmouth College (Secretary)
Indiana -~ Fdward 1. Haenisch, Wabash Colilege {Chairman)
Towa - James B. Culbertson, Cornell Colleszme

Michigan -- Gerrit Van Zyl, Hope College

Minnesota - Pérry A. Moore, Hamline University
Missouri - Delta W. Gier, Park College

Wisconsin -~ Frederick J. Mathews, Beloit Collesge



